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SEMINAR TO EXPLORE PASSIVE SOLAR CONSTRUCTION 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana College of Technology will host a panel presentation titled 
“Passive Solar Construction’ from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 4.
The event will be held in Health and Business Building Room HB01 at the COT East 
Campus, located at 909 South Ave. W. in Missoula.
The second of a three-part series, the event will be simultaneously webcast at Miles 
Community College in Miles City, Stone Child College in Box Elder and the Montana State
University-Billings College of Technology.
The seminar will discuss:
• How solar heating is addressed in the Energy Star and Home Energy Rating System 
programs.
• Issues relating to site selection, site orientation, material selection, usage and strategies 
for cost-effective retrofits in existing homes.
• The evolution of solar technology and energy-efficient building.
• The use of locally available materials such as straw, unmilled timbers and earthen plaster, 
and how to incorporate them into high mass structure that takes full advantage of passive 
solar.
Existing housing stock and opportunities.
Event panelists include Dale Horton, National Center for Appropriate Technology; Richard 
Dill, Sunset Solar Construction; John Freer, Missoula Building Industry Association/Riverworks; 
Steve Loken, Loken Builders; and Walter Redfield, Redfield Construction.
The seminar will benefit contractors, carpenters, homeowners, electricians, plumbers, real 
estate agents, home-improvement retailers, architects, environmentalists and others.
The last free seminar in the series -  “Small Scale Renewable Energy Applications” -  will 
take place from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 18.
The series is a collaboration between the UM COT Energy Technology and Carpentry 
programs. It is funded by a federal Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development 
grant distributed by Montana’s Commerce and Labor departments. Other funding comes from a 
U.S. Department of Labor Building Industry Training grant.
Additional sponsors are First Security Bank, the Missoula Building Industry Association, 
Missoula Electric Cooperative, the Montana Renewable Energy Association and Northwestern 
Energy.
For more information, call 406-243-7812 or visit http://www.cte.umt.edu.
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